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An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  n e w s ,  , 
i n d u s t r y  c o m p e t i t i o n  on t h e  n e w s ,  s p e c i -  
f i c a l l y  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  n e w s .  A  s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  q u a n -  
t i t y  o f  t h e  n e w s  w a s  n o t e d .  
Une analyse de lleffect de la comphtition 
de llindustrie du papier journal sur les 
nouvelles, surtout sur lee nouvelles 
gouvernmentales locales. Une diminution 
sensible de la qualit6 de nouvelles a 6th 
remarqu6e . 
On August 20, 1980, the one newspaper town 
came t o  newspaper readers i n  Ottawa and Winnipeg. 
With the death o f  t he  Ottawa Journal and the 
Winnipeg Tribune, there were two more names on the 
l i s t  o f  c i t i e s  t h a t  could be considered monopoly 
d a i l y  newspaper markets. The phenomenon of  the 
monopoly newspaper has produced considerable spec- 
u l a t i on  as t o  i t s  e f f e c t  on the qua l i t y  o f  news 
coverage. Just  what happens t o  the  news when a 
newspaper becomes the only paper i n  town? I n  
Eng 1 i sh Canada there are now no more than f i v e  
c i t i e s  t h a t  have competing d a i l y  newspapers, and 
only i n  Toronto are the  papers close enough i n  
terms of  c i r cu la t i on  t ha t  the canpet i t ion may be 
viewed as s i gn i f i can t  (Fletcher, 1981 , 2). While 
the incidence o f  the one newspaper town i s  arguab- 
l y  the outcome o f  the indust ry 's  economic en- 
vironment and a healthy survival reaction, the 
health of the news itself may be failing. 
In the classic 1 ibertarian view, newspapers, 
and newspaper competition play a fundamental self 
regulating function for a democratic political 
system by acting as essential purveyors of a di- 
verse range of competing opinions and ideas. The 
citizen is free to choose from this wealth of 
information, ideas and opinions. Thus, "men may 
exercise reason and choice...crucial elements in 
the search for truth and in the proper functioning 
of the democratic pol ity I' (Schramn and Rivers, 
1957, 37). And it is not just those industry 
observers who embrace the libertarian view who 
have speculated on the possible negative changes 
to the news that may occur when a newspaper is 
freed from the restrict ions of competition. 
The question, along with a concern over the 
possible implications of the rapid rise of chain 
ownership, was taken up by the Federal government. 
Within a week of the Ottawa and Winnipeg newspaper 
closings the government announced that a Royal 
Commission would be set up to review the issue. 
The Commission, chaired by Mr. Thomas Kent, was 
established by Order-In-Council on 3 September 
1980 with a mandate to report its findings by 1 
July 1981 . 
In the Commission s report no recommendations 
were made to restore competition because of what 
it called "strong and continuing" economic pres- 
sures (Kent Commission, 1981, 228). The one news- 
paper town was, in the Commission's eyes, a re- 
grettable fact o f  life that would probably lead to 
a reduction in editorial expenditures and a poorer 
qua1 ity newspaper. 
If the quality is declining what is it that 
is lost when competition in a newspaper market 
ceases? A review of the literature reveals many 
opinions on the subject bu t  l i t t l e  empirical re- 
search that directly addresses th is  question. Two 
studies that did compare the entire content of 
monopoly and cornpet i t  ive newspapers found very few 
differences . Nixon and Jones ( 1956, 313 ) found 
"no significant differences between competitive 
and non-compet i t ive dai 1 ies in the proportion of 
advertising space devoted to  various categories of 
news.. . ." Swietzer and Goodman (1 975, 710) went 
so fa r  as to conclude from their  study that:  
When there i s  competition between news- 
papers neither the public nor the news 
editorial departments of the newspaper 
seem to behave as if there were competi- 
t ion. 
However, Fletcher e t .  a l .  (1981, 40) in a 
study prepared for  the Royal-Comnission, stated 
that  while competition has "somewhat ambiguous 
effects ... we found clear evidence that competi- 
tion can have measurable positive effects . I t  The 
study ci tes examples from Edmonton and Quebec City 
where the infusion of competition forced the older 
dailies to devote more coverage to local and re- 
gional news. 
In another report prepared for the Commis- 
sion, Walter Stewart interviewed journalists re- 
sponsible for  the local beat a t  the Winnipeg Free 
Press and the Ottawa Citizen, both of which no 
longer face significant competition. The comments 
of these reporters are quite revealing, as they 
point out the different approach to  their job 
following the transition t o  a monopoly environ- 
ment. One reporter said that: 
Before you were always worrying about the 
other guy. You would be at  a meeting 
where not a lot  happened, and you would 
see the ItTriblt guy dash for  a phone a t  
the end. You Id say t o  yourself, "What 
the hell is he so excited about?" so 
you'd wind up f i l i n g  a story just to  
cover your ass, not because i t  was really 
worth p u t t i n g  in the paper. All t h a t  is  
gone. Now you do the stories t h a t  mat- 
t e r ,  and you have a l i t t l e  time t o  t h i n k  
about  what  should be covered and w h a t  can 
be left  out (Stewart, 1981 , 12). 
When asked the same question, a local reporter for 
the Ottawa Citizen replied similarly: 
I don't have to  rush into print because 
somebody f r m  the Journal may be working 
on the same t h i n g .  ..I used to f i l e  u p  to 
half-dozen stories a day,  ... i s  the reader 
being shortchanged because I 'm not f i 1 ing 
so many stories.. .I don't think so. I'm 
doing fewer stories, b u t  I ' m  doing them 
better. For a person on a beat, I t h i n k  
the change has t o  be seen as mostly good 
(Stewart, 1981 , 86). 
Frm this ,  i t  would seem t h a t  the gathering of 
local news changes in a non-competitive environ- 
ment, although, unlike the Royal Commission, a t  
least two reporters believe the change i s  for the 
better. 
THE STUDY 
An ideal opportunity t o  assess empirically 
the effect of competition on newspaper performance 
was provided by the simultaneous closures of the 
Winnipeg Tribune and the Ottawa Journal, owned by 
the Southam and Thompson newspaper chains respec- 
tively. In Ottawa the Journal was a major morning 
daily t h a t  was making an expensive and h i g h  pro- 
f i l e  effort to  compete with the other major after- 
noon daily, the Citizen (owned by Southam). In 
Winnipeg, the Tribune was competing w i t h  i t s  rival 
d a i l y  the Free Press (owned by F. P. Publications 
until the Thompson Group took over i n  early 1980). 
Not only were the Tribune and the Free Press 
competing i n  terms of format, they were both com- 
peting for the afternoon market. The Winnipeg 
Sun, f i r s t  pu b l  ished i n  November 1981 , was not 
considered to  be significant competition for the 
Winnipeg Free Press due to the size of i t s  circu- 
lation a t  the time of this  research. The December 
1981 Matthew's List 1 isted the Sun's circulation 
as 41,427 while the Free Press's circulation stood 
a t  187,522. 
The term 'competition' as i t  is  used in the 
preceding paragraph refers t o  a situation whereby 
the two newspapers compete for advertising reve- 
nues and market penetration. Although the presen- 
ce of this  type of competition was cr i t ical ,  the 
study went further to analyze one area of 'head- 
to-head' competition. This will occur a t  the 
newsgathering stage where two or more newsworkers 
from different news organizations compete for the 
same story from the same source. A situation 
where reporters from the papers in question go 
head-to-head for the news was considered the most 
1 ikely news area to  uncover possible differences 
in coverage. Other areas of newswork t h a t  rely on 
wireservice copy or an editorial board might also 
change over time, b u t  i t  would be most difficult 
to attribute the cause t o  competition as the 
changes occur within the institution i tself .  
Few areas of head-to-head competition remain 
in the newspaper industry and, of those t h a t  do, 
most are local in orientation. Municipal govern- 
ment related stories were selected as the case for 
the study because they represent a level of polit- 
ical decision making for which people need infor- 
mation to  make intelligent political decisions. 
Any change i n  coverage is significant in t h a t  i t  
reflects both the voting public's ability t o  make 
a democratic decision and a newspaper's comnitment 
t o  providing information to  the pub1 ic a t  the 
municipal level. Municipal government re1 ated 
news was operational i zed as news generate- 
m e r  the Ottawa or Winnipeg city counci 1s and 
the boards, committees, administrative departments 
and other institutions t h a t  report to  city coun- 
c i l .  I n  Ottawa, this excluded school boards, 
regional government, public transport and the 
surrounding city councils. In  Winnipeg this ex- 
c luded the community counci 1 s , the school boards 
and public transport. In both cases news about 
the f i r e  departments , pol ice departments and the 
libraries were considered only if the story dis- 
cussed administrative or budgetary concerns. The 
unit of analysis or a 'case' was a single story 
t h a t  met the operational criterion. The study 
period before the closures of the Journal and 
Tribune went from July 1 t o  December 31, 1979, 
while the study period after the closures went 
from July 1 to December 31, 1981. The combination 
of the two different sampling periods and the four 
different papers produced six situations : the 
Journal, the Tribune, the Free Press before, the 
Free Press after,  the Citizen before, and the 
Citizen after. Within each of the two sampling 
periods a random 20% of issues was analyzed for 
each of the pub1 ishing newspapers. 
A total of 180 newspaper issues was sampled. 
From this sample 537 City Hall stories were ana- 
lyzed. Comparisons between the papers and time 
periods were made according to (1  ) presentation, 
the size and placement of the story, and ( 2 )  the 
governmental institutions or bureaucratic struc- 
tures to which references were made. The central 
figure, t h a t  i s ,  the featured institution or chief 
actor in each news story was also recorded. Each 
of the major variables is  hereafter referred to  by 
the bold face diminutive. I t  should be mentioned 
t h a t  there were no outstanding events t h a t  might 
have made City Hall more newsworthy i n  one period 
than in the other. 
In general, the results are evaluated i n  
terms of the qua1 ity of the news before and after 
canpet ition existed. However, rather t h a n  define 
quality as the subjective concepts of better or 
worse, the discussion i s  more worthwhile if i t  i s  
centered on the question of comprehensiveness . Is 
the news as comprehensive i n  terms of reporting on 
the full  range of City Hall activities in a mono- 
poly situation as i t  was in a competitive envi- 
ronment? 
RESULTS 
A t  the outset, i t  should be noted t h a t  in 
every newspaper studied City Hall news received 
l i t t l e  attention. Over 96% of a l l  the stories 
were less t h a n  one quarter of a page i n  length and 
67% of the stories coded were less t h a n  one eighth 
of a page. The majority of these stories con- 
cerned decisions, statements, or reports generated 
from municipal meetings and forums. From a1 1 
papers within both canpetitive and monopoly situa- 
tions there were very few special features, edi- 
torials,  or columns concerning any group, commit- 
tee ,  or person working within City Hall. Further- 
more, most of the City Hall news was confined to 
the l locall  section; very rarely d i d  i t  find i t s  
way to the front page. Therefore, to assess the 
effects of competition, the analysis must concen- 
trate on the differences t h a t  may occur within the 
parameters of the traditions of C i ty  Hall news. 
With this in mind, the areas where change, if 
i t  does indeed occur, would be expected is i n  the 
frequency, quantity and style of coverage as well 
as in the calculations of the total news hole. 
Change would also be expected in the institutions 
t h a t  are the sources of news. In particular, 
attention is focused on the lower-tier decision 
making aspects of City Hall activity. For the 
purposes of this paper, Ottawa or Winnipeg City 
Councils represent the upper t i e r  and reporting 
municipal institutions, such as civic boards and 
comnissions , committees and administrative depart- 
ments, form the lower t ier .  These institutions 
are less active but  s t i l l  make important decisions 
affecting day-to-day 1 ife . Considering the state- 
ments of the journalists cited previously i t  would 
not be surprising t o  find t h a t  these institutions 
suffer the most i n  the transition from a canpeti- 
tive t o  a monopoly situation. 
Table One represents the changes in the quan- 
t i ty of municipal news by situation. The most 
significant change occurred in the Winnipeg Free 
Press. In the 1979 sampling period 141 stories 
were published while in the 1981 period there were 
only 47 stories. Furthermore, in 1979 only one in 
five issues analyzed contained no stories while i n  
1981 half of the papers failed t o  report on City 
Hal 1. There was an average of nearly 5 stories 
per day in 1979 and less t h a n  2 in 1981. Clearly 
the quantity of City Hall news decreased. 
In terms of the size of the articles pub- 
lished in the Free Press there is a definite 
reduction in the quantity of newspace. Whereas 
in 1979 the largest stories fe l l  i n  the quarter t o  
a half page range, in 1981 no stories fell  within 
this range and the number of papers with no sto- 
ries rose substantially. What can be said, then, 
is t h a t  those stories t h a t  warranted a high amount 
of news space i n  1979 were getting less space i n  
1981 and those stories t h a t  were getting a lower 
amount in 1979 were n o t  getting pub1 ished in 1981 . 
The Tribune published an average of almost 
four stories a day in the sample period. Compared 
t o  the F r e e  Press, i t  had about the same propor- 
tion of stories less t h a n  an eighth of a page and 
6% of the papers did not contain any City Hall 
news. These facts, coupled with the researcher's 
opinion t h a t  the Tribune's urban affairs reporting 
was as timely and ccmplete as the coverage in the 
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Free Press, points to the existence of a strong 
competitive environment for newsgathering in Win- 
nipeg dur ing  the 1979 period. 
Calculations of the news hole in the Winnipeg 
news market produced some start1 ing results. In 
the Free Press alone the news hole dropped to 30% 
of i t s  former size. The total news hole reduc- 
tion, or decrease i n  the news available to the 
public, stood a t  82%. Simply put, there was only 
18% of the 1979 volume of news available in 1981. 
For Ottawa the results are less dramatic 
although the same trends are apparent. For the 
1979 period the Citizen published 99 stories and 4 
in 30 issues sampled contained nc municipal news. 
In 1981, 79 stories appeared and one in every five 
issues had no stories. 
The Ottawa Journal published 60 stories i n  
the sample period and of those 58 were less t h a n  a 
quarter of a page. The Journal was not f e l t  t o  
offer the Citizen the same level of head-on compe- 
t i t ion as the Tribune d i d  the Free Press because 
i t  did not concentrate i t s  reporting on local 
news. 
Computations of the news hole show a 20% drop 
in municipal news in the Citizen alone. In to ta l ,  
the Ottawa City Hall news hole reduced by 60%. 
Table Two compares the newspaper situation 
with selected central figures. Data for both 
c i t ies ,  in most cases, show a drop i n  the raw 
number totals. I n  1 ight of the news hole de- 
creases noted earlier,  this i s  not surprising. As 
this is the case the analysis concentrates on the 
percentages given and not on raw numbers to  dis- 
cover any further significant trends i n  the da ta .  
What is  readily apparent i s  the substantial 
changes in the data  pertaining to Winnipeg. For 
Table Two 
Selected Central Figures in News Stories 
Central 
Figure 
City 
Council 
Commit- 
tees-Ott -- -- 
Finance I= 
Works & Op 1- 
Works & Op izJz, 
Civic Bds ZZ-JT 
Special 
Int Gps 
Total . 
-- 
Free Press 
Before 
N % 
Free Press Journal 
Af ter  
6 3 1 0 0  1 3 5  
Winnipeg newspaper readers there is  the loss of 
the  central figure used most often by the Tribune. 
In 1979, one quarter of the Tribune stories had 
specific elected officials as the central figure. 
In 1981 less t h a n  one-tenth of the 47 Free Press 
stories used these elected officials as the cen- 
tral figure of the news item. The differences are 
even greater when the 1981 sample of the Free 
Press is compared t o  the da ta  obtained from the 
same paper i n  1979. 
In 1979 the Free Press used City Council as 
the central figure in 10% of sampled stories. In 
1981 , the Council was the central figure 30% of 
the time. Also, the Finance Committee was coded 
as central figure 6% of the time for the 1979 
period. In 1981 i t  took t h a t  position 17% of the 
time. These increases occurred a t  the expense of 
the lower-tier institutions; chiefly, the Works 
and Operations Comnittee. In 1979, the Works and 
Operations Committee was the central figure for 
15% of the Free Press stories ; yet, i n  1981 there 
were no stories i n  which the committee took t h a t  
position. As well , the Works and Operations de- 
partment was the central figure 6% of the time i n  
1979, b u t  i n  1981 there were, again, no stories in 
which i t  took the position of central figure. 
Decreases were also recorded for other lower-t ier 
institutions, such as administrative departments 
and civic boards. Therefore, i t  is  n o t  just t h a t  
there were fewer stories concerning mun ic ipal 
government in the Free Press in 1981. Those sto- 
ries t h a t  did appear i n  the paper in 1981 were 
less specific t h a n  their counterparts i n  1979, 
t h a t  is , about counc i 1 in general and not the 
committee concerned. Also noted was a tendency t o  
report on the more obvious news sources of the 
City Council or the Finance Committee. 
The situation in Ottawa differs slightly. 
The Journal tended t o  use the vague notion of 
"City Hall" or "City Council" (for example, "City 
Hall decided today....") more often than the Citi- 
zen. Thus, unlike the Tribune, the Journal did 
not focus on a specific set of politicians or 
institutions more often than its competitor. The 
Citizen's use of most civic boards and departments 
as a central figure remained about the same. How- 
ever, much like the Free Press, the Citizen 
shifted to less specific central figures to the 
detriment of municipal comnittees. In 1979, 17% 
of the stories reported on Council while 41% re- 
ported on comrni ttee activity . In 1981 , 28% of the 
stories reported on council and only 29% of re- 
ported on committees. 
Tables Three to Six give an indication of the 
emphases given to selected institutions in munici - 
pal government in each of the newspapers. The 
tables are a compilation of data found on the 
first four possible reference variables for any 
case. The measure of emphasis or presentation is 
itself a computation of a particular case's attri- 
butes: for example, headline size, location in 
the newspaper and news space size. Presentation 
is divided into quintile divisions ranging from 
high presentat ion emphasis to low presentat ion 
emphasis. In all the tables generated to compare 
the presentation of institutions in both non- 
canpetitive and competitive environments some 
drop-off was noticed. Three of the more conspic- 
uous examples are shown in the tables below. 
Table Three describes the presentation given 
to those stories that mention outside civic board 
and commissions such as a hospital board or police 
commission, by each newspaper situation. In the 
Free Press, civic boards were mentioned 34 times 
in 1979, and only one third as many times in 1981. 
Of these stories in 1979, 21 were in the top three 
quintiles of presentation (62%) and in 1981 seven 
(58%) were in the top three quintiles. Thus, 
there is evidence that the profile of civic boards 
diminished over this two year period, especially 
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if the numbers from the Tribune are added t o  the 
1979 figure. The Citizen referred t o  civic boards 
29 times in 1979, b u t  only 6 times in 1981 , a1 - 
though five of the 1981 stories were in the top 
quintiles of presentation. There also ap- 
to be a diminishing prominence given to 
boards in the Citizen. 
These findings provide an interesting canpar- 
t o  Table Four t h a t  describes the emphasis 
t o  those stories t h a t  mention City Council. 
Although the Free Press published almost one hun-  
dred fewer stories in 1981 , City Council was re- 
ferred t o  with about the same frequency. In  1979, 
six (33%) of the stories were in the upper three 
levels of presentation, and only two (12%) in 1981 
were given the same emphasis. In  the case of the 
Citizen , the frequency of Counc i 1 references in- 
creased, although the paper published once again, 
fewer stories. The nunber of stories in the top 
three quint iles of presentation also decreased. 
Finally, Tables Five and Six concern Winni- 
peg Is Works and Operations Comnittee and the Works 
and Operat ions Department, respectively . Again i t  
is  clear t h a t  the profiles of these institutions 
have been drastically reduced since the Tribune 
closed down. 
These results are in keeping with the trends 
found in Table TWO. While less specific sources 
of news increased in the 1981 sample, lower-tier 
institutions received less coverage both in terms 
of style of presentation and quantity. 
Table Seven presents the total nmber of 
references to  selected municipal government insti- 
tutions for each newspaper in 1979 and 1981 , ex- 
cluding the d a t a  for the central figure. The most 
an institution or elected official could be coded 
as a reference in a case is  once. 
Table Four 
Presentation of News Stories 
Control 1 ing for City Counc i 1 References 
Table Five 
Presentation of News Stories 
Controlling for Winnipeg Works and Operations 
Committee 
Newspaper Low 20% 2nd 20% 3rd 20% 4th 20% 
N % N %  N %  N %  
Tribune 1 8  2 1 7  4 33 3 25  
F ree  Press 
Before I -- -- 1 2 25  11 13 1 4 50 
I 
(Controlling for: Winnipeg Words and Operations Commit 
Table Six 
Presentation of News Stories 
Controlling for Winnipeg Department of 
Works and Operations 
Newspaper 
Tribune 
Free Press 
Before  
Free Press 
A f t e r  
Tota l  
(Control l ing 
L o w 2 0 %  2 n d 2 0 %  3 r d 2 0 %  4 t h 2 0 %  H i g h 2 0 %  Tota l  
N N %  N %  N %  N %  
4 17 7 29 5 21 1 4 7 29 24 
2 13 2 13 2 13 8 50 2 13 16 
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Once more, the trends found in Tables One t o  
Six reappear in Table Seven. For all b u t  three of 
the possible references the gross numbers of 1981 
references fell  significantly below the 1979 level 
i n  the surviving paper. The three institutions 
t h a t  rose numerically were the Winnipeg Finance 
Committee, Ottawa general business interests and 
Ottawa City Council references. This rise occur- 
red i n  spite of an overall decrease in the 1981 
totals of references . The 1 argest proport ionate 
increases occurred in these same institutions, the 
Winnipeg City Council and Winnipeg general busi- 
ness interests. 
Similar t o  the results from Tables Two t o  
Six, the largest numerical and proportionate de- 
creases occurred in the references t o  lower-tier 
decision making bodies, including the Winnipeg 
Works and Operations Committee and department, 
Ottawa1 s Planning Board, administrative depart- 
ments and civic boards and commissions. In a l l ,  
Table Seven indicates a definite reduction i n  the 
amount of detai 1 found in the news. In 1981 both 
the Free Press and the Citizen concentrated their 
resources on the more obvious, higher profile 
sources of news. 
Finally, Table Seven confirms the less com- 
petitive nature of the 1979 Ottawa newspaper mar- 
ket i n  terms of municipal news. Although the 
Journal referred t o  Council committees far more 
often then did the competition, overall the 
figures for the Journal were lower or on par with 
those from the Citizen. The situation is reversed 
in Winnipeg where the Tribune's emphasis on poli- 
ticians, the Works and Operations Committee and 
the Works and Operations Department, was a speci- 
fic area of coverage concentration t h a t  has not 
been taken u p  by the Free Press in 1981. 
Table Seven 
Selected References Found In News Stories 
Reference 
Politicians F 
Council 
Planning / Board-Ott 
Committees I 
Winnipeg 
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Comm.-Wpg 
I Works & OD. 
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Civic Boards 
& Comm's 
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Total + 
Tribune Free Press Free Press Journal Citizen Citizen Total 
Before Af ter  I Iselore l ~ f t e r  / 
DISCUSSION 
I t  is clear t h a t  there is an overall decline 
in the quantity and quality of municipal 
government news i n  both the surviving newspapers. 
Furthermore, those stories t h a t  received a h i g h  
amount of news space i n  1979 were getting less 
space in 1981 and those stories t h a t  received 
small space in 1979 were not getting pub1 ished i n  
1981. The decline in the Free Press was more 
dramatic as the cunbined (Tribune and Free Press) 
news hole dropped to 18% of i t s  former size. In  
the Free Press alone the news hole dropped to 30% 
of the former size. The Citizen showed a drop  in 
i t s  newshole of 20% while the cunbined (Citizen 
and Journal) news hole dropped by about 60%. 
The second major trend was a shift in empha- 
sis t o  more obvious or higher profile sources of 
news a t  the expense of the lower-tier decision 
making institutions. The most striking finding in 
this  area was the near exclusion of both the 
Winnipeg Works and Operations Committee and De- 
partment, the largest administrative department in 
terms of the budget, frun the 1981 sample. This is  
significant considering t h a t  Works and Operat ion 
stories were referred to i n  about 10% of the news 
sampled in 1979. Finally the analysis uncovered 
strong competition for municipal news between the 
Winnipeg Free Press and the Tribune. Both papers 
considered City Hall an important source of news. 
The same cannot be said of the Journal. The 
Citizen's coverage of municipal affairs was far 
more in-depth and frequent . 
This difference in the level of competition 
may, in fact ,  account for the considerable dif- 
ferences in the results for Ottawa and Winnipeg. 
While the quality of coverage declined in both 
ci t ies ,  in every instance this decline was more 
dramatic in Winnipeg. As has already been demon- 
strated, i n  Winnipeg the canpetition was much 
stronger. Therefore, for  a Free Press reporter 
the Tribune was a more serious threat t h a n  a 
Journal reporter t o  a newsworker from the Citizen. 
I t  would fol low that ,  when competition ceases, 
there is  a greater likelihood that a Free Press 
newsworker would notice the change and react more 
demonstratively than a newsworker f rom the 
Citizen. 
Another possible explanation for  the differ-  
ence i n  coverage i s  the relationship of the owners 
t o  thei r  news product. The difference between the 
two c i t ies  might well be attributed to a particu- 
lar  owner's attempts t o  cut back on production 
expenditures once freed from the constraints of 
competition. Since the Free Press experienced a 
change i n  ownership in 1980, the variations i n  the 
1979 and 1981 sampling periods might, in part ,  be 
accounted for by th is  ownership change. 
Whatever the reason for  the difference, i n  
both cases the news became less comprehensive and 
dropped significantly i n  frequency af ter  the clo- 
sures of the Tribune and the Journal. The find- 
ings indicate a decline i n  the amount and quality 
of information available to  the public on munici- 
pal government and civic officials  . When one 
considers that  the newspaper i s  the major source 
of in-depth information on local government, a 
conclusion t o  be drawn i s  that  with the death of 
newspaper canpetition i t  i s  harder for the electo- 
rate t o  make informed decisions on a local poli t i -  
cian's performance, or on the legitimacy of City 
Hall activity. 
FOOTNOTES 
The authors would like t o  acknowledge the 
contribution of Dr .  Jay Weston, Carleton Univer- 
s i ty.  
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